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Half Cypriot, half Congolese and supermodel - Noella Coursaris Musunka tells
the adventure of her life (and how she changes the lives of others) in
iefimerida

Noella Coursaris  Musunka is  a  phi lanthropist ,  model  and mother

Model, philanthropist and mother, Noella Coursaris Musunka, is a shocking example, that when life puts
obstacles in your way, you should not be disappointed and sad, but take advantage of this di�culty and
use it to create a better future, not only for you, but also for those who are less fortunate.

Noella, who was born in the Congo to a Cypriot father and a Congolese mother, faced
the hardest side of life at a very young age. When she was only �ve years old, she lost
her father and then had to divorce her mother, who due to poverty could not raise her.
So he gave it to relatives in Europe. Their communication was not very frequent, due to
various problems. Determined to have a better life, she studied Business Administration.
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Later, when he realized through a trip that girls in the Congo were not educated, he
decided to take action.

So he set up a non-pro�t organization in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Malaika,
for girls who do not have access to education. Since then, the dynamic Noëlla has
generally fought to empower women and raise public awareness of the importance of
educating girls around the world.

The stunning Noella, after her studies, worked as a model , building an impressive
career, as she has appeared in the pages of Vogue, Elle and Vanity Fair magazines.
Today, in addition to being the head of Malaika, she is also an ambassador for the Global
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. Her example is an inspiration. She spoke
to ie�merida about her di�cult start, the challenges she had to face and called on us to
help her in her endeavor.
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- Tell us a few words about you and the Malaika organization. How did you decide to create it?
What does his name mean?

I was born in the Congo. My father died when I was �ve years old and my mother did not
have the education to be able to support me on her own. He sent me away to live with
relatives and study. He sacri�ced so much that I could have more opportunities. When I
returned to the Congo, I was 18 years old. During my visit, I met many girls, whose
stories could be mine. After talking to them, I decided I wanted to do something to give
them a chance. To learn, to feel strong, and to expect the best from their lives. And that's
how my dream of a school for girls was born.
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Malaika is a non-pro�t organization working to transform lives in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo by providing access to education and health. It is community
based and can be reproduced in any context. We have an elementary and a high school
that o�ers free education to 370 girls, a community center that o�ers sports and
education to over 5,000 young people and adults. We also built and renovated 20 wells,
while we also have an agriculture program. The name "Malaika" means "Angel" in
Swahili.

What is it like for a young African woman to be the founder of such a large organization? What was
the biggest challenge you faced?

Sometimes it was hard to hear my voice, especially in the beginning - 14 years ago -
everything was dominated by men. But as I started Malaika from the base of a
successful career as an international model, it helped me continue the project. Because I
had some connections with in�uences and people who were willing to support me
personally and the foundation. It is important that my friends believed in me and
Malaika enough to invest in it. That is why I believe that it is very important for those of
us who have succeeded, to give back and empower others with education, because
without it, it is almost impossible to have exaltation, let alone the wider community.
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-Your childhood was not easy. What gave you strength and inspiration all these years? Do you have
someone as a role model?

My childhood was di�cult and lonely. I was not in an a�ectionate home and had to
adapt to a di�erent culture and grow up without my parents. I think I decided very early
on to make the most of the situation I was in, to work hard at school and get a good
education. As I grew up, I learned about people like Nelson Mandela, who supported
education and sacri�ced a lot for the sake of the African people. It was a great
inspiration for me.

-How did your passion for education begin?
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It started during this trip to the Congo when I was 18 years old. I saw many children not
going to school, most of whom were girls. Over time I discovered that many girls did not
go to school at all in the Congo and Sub-Saharan Africa. According to the culture there,
boys should be educated, but girls did not need education, as they would work at home
and have children.

I heard statistics that shocked me. Today, more than 50 million girls in sub-Saharan
Africa do not go to school and there are 11 million more whose return to school is
threatened after the COVID-19 crisis. Educated girls are less likely to marry young, less
likely to su�er maternal mortality, and more likely to earn higher incomes and increase
their country's economic wealth. I am passionate about the development of Africa and
this will only be possible if we educate girls, among other things.
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-You were born in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, you were educated in Europe, you founded
Malaika in New York and you live in the United Kingdom. Where do you feel your home is? How do
you balance work and personal life?

My home is in the UK where I live with my family, but I have special relations with these
other countries, and of course, the Democratic Republic of the Congo is my heritage and
I am incredibly proud of it.

When it comes to work / life balance, I make sure I do not say "yes" to everything, but I
carefully assess whether something serves my goals and values   at that time. This helps
to ensure that I have time to spend with my family and not drown at work. My family
also participates in the charity part, but also in modeling campaigns, in which my
children have accompanied me! My kids have completely grasped Malaika's vision and
come with me in the summer when we go for six weeks. I will work while I am there and
they will deal with what is happening. Sharing it with them helps balance work / personal
life, but it also teaches them important values   about giving.

Noell la  celebrates with schoolg ir ls  /  Photo:  Noel la  Coursaris  Musunka /  Mala ika
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-Did your modeling career help you during your charity trip? What was the biggest lesson you
learned from the years you worked in this field?

Modeling helped me in the ways I mentioned earlier, giving me a platform to raise
awareness. Working with partners and brands was an essential part of raising money for
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Malaika. All programs are free and for their execution, as well as for the development of
equipment and facilities, we have to raise a lot of money. We have had amazing support
from brands, companies and organizations.

We recently managed to work with the rental platform, HURR. Sustainability is very
important to me and I have rented things from them for a while. We recently started our
Wear To Care partnership with HURR, where amazing celebrities, pioneers and brands
have donated clothes to the HURR rental service and 100% of the proceeds will go to
Malaika. It is a fantastic opportunity.

Modeling also helped me develop important skills I learned when I was studying
business administration and that gave me a work ethic that stayed with me. I think it is
easy to see people who "did it" being treated as overnight successes, when in fact up to
that point in their career, they had wasted a lot of work and time. The many waking up
very early in the morning, the travels, the exhausting photography and the fact that as a
black model it was not always easy to get big jobs, all of them made me more resilient
and I think the biggest lesson I learned from modeling was that if you work consistently,
hard and keep learning, you will achieve great things in your career.
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- What are the most important problems facing the Congo? What are the rights of women in Africa
in general?

The Democratic Republic of the Congo is a beautiful country with so many opportunities,
but there is a lack of infrastructure and there must be growth in health, education and
technology.  

In Kalebuka, the rural village where Malaika is based, we have built and renovated 20
wells because the community did not have access to clean water and people were
catching diseases from the water. Instead of going to school, the girls had to travel long
distances for water. Issues like this need to be addressed because they end up being
barriers to education .
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Nutrition has also been an issue, so we provide two healthy meals a day for schoolgirls,
in part through our farming program.  

Culturally, women have fewer rights than men and are generally considered not to need
training or skills development. According to the UN, the Democratic Republic of Congo
ranks 152nd out of 159 countries in the Gender Inequality Index, with less than 15% of
women completing secondary education.

There are some women in leadership positions and successful in business, art and
fashion, but we need more and we need to start by educating our girls.
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-Which of all the things you have accomplished since the creation of Malaika do you feel most
proud of?

I think it's the change in girls. The self-con�dence, the belief in themselves and the hope
for the future that I see in the students after a short time with us, is our greatest
achievement. They begin to look healthier, happier and really excited about what they
are learning. Christine wants to become a surgeon, for example, and Orselin hopes to

Some parts  of  Africa have a serious water  problem /  Photo:  Noel la  Coursaris  Musunka /  Mala ika
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become a lawyer. Others want to become entrepreneurs, pilots or computer engineers.
Something they would never have thought possible before Malaika.

I am also so proud of our community center and what it has to o�er young people and
adults. We teach professional skills, writing and reading and arithmetic, and from this we
have started a business called Mama Ya Mapendo. Women come to learn sewing, as well
as entrepreneurship, and have made bags and accessories that we sell at school and at
the local supermarket, Hyper Psaro. It was incredible to see these women being able to
supplement their families' income through sewing. We have an incredible team and all
this is a team e�ort and achievement.

Noella cuddl ing with some schoolg ir ls  /  Photo:  Noel la  Coursaris  Musunka /  Mala ika
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-Which recognition have you received so far that is most important to you and why?

It was such an honor to receive an award from the House of Mandela in celebration of
its centenary. Nelson Mandela is and will always be an inspiration to me.

-How did the coronavirus affect Malaika's work?

Covid-19 was a huge challenge for the community in Kalebuka. Our school is completely
closed and it is very di�cult for a community in a rural village to have good hygiene
practices to protect themselves, as the people there do not have running water in their
homes.  

This pandemic a�ected everything at once, not only health but also the economy. Food
prices rose, labor became less available and so many people were hungry. We raised
money and were able to o�er food to over 7,000 people at such a time last year. When
the girls are not at school, they do not take their two meals a day from us and also we
can not monitor their health.

It was incredibly painful to lose three schoolgirls in 2020. Leia, Noella and Ester Annie
died when the school closed due to preventable diseases.

On the plus side, this time the pandemic enabled our students and sta� to help their
community with the skills they have learned with us, such as making sewing masks and
using our 3D printers together. with our STEM team, to create face shields for local
hospitals. Mama Ya Mapendo ladies have sewn over a thousand masks and given them
to community members.
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It is also a money-making challenge for us, as people are �nancially a�ected or afraid of
the future, do not feel able to give in general or at the same level as they did before, but
the need remains and may be greater as the impact of the pandemic is more
pronounced in rural, less developed countries. The school was closed by the
government in March 2020 and then reopened in August for just 3 weeks before closing
again. Fortunately, we are open again now.

-If someone asked you "why donate money to Malaika?", What would you say to him?

Because it will fund the education of the next generation of leaders and people who will
bring about change. The impact will be huge and will strengthen and change the future
for their community and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. We are also very
transparent - 85% of what we collect goes directly into our planning.
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-Is there any story or experience from the students that has deeply influenced you?

There are many but I will choose one! One of our students, Louise, has learned to play
tennis in Malaika. He says he did not know if he had any talent until he came to school.
Today, she is the champion of the province of Haut-Katanga and managed to travel to
Zambia and the USA. She has met many people outside her community and has realized
the world out there and the fact that she can achieve her dreams.

-What are Malaika's next plans?

We look forward to celebrating our 15th anniversary next year. We have created a
handbook to help others build community-based organizations, such as Malaika, in
other contexts, and we are excited to share it and see these projects begin to grow. We
will also open another class in September 2021!

-Your father was a Greek Cypriot. Do you have ties to your Cypriot roots? Have you ever been to
Cyprus or Greece?

I went to Athienou, the village of my father and grandfather. Getting to know my whole
family was one of the most magical moments and I felt so completely connected to my
roots. The Cyprus is such a beautiful place and the food is delicious.

-Would you like to send a message to the Greek people? And what would you like to say to all the
children of the world and especially to the young girls?

Noella was born in  the Congo to a Cypriot  father  and a Congolese mother  /  Photo:  Noel la  Coursaris  Musunka /  Mala ika
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You are amazing! Do not give up even if there are challenges and obstacles in front of
you. Keep working hard to your full potential and help others along the way to reach
their own. Visit the Congo, there are so many Greeks there!
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CleanMyMac by MacPaw

Goodgame Empire

Top Tech Today

How to clean your Mac automatically? Pavlos Galakteros and Nikoleta Mavridi: Are
they together? They answer and clarify
themselves [video]

If You Are Above 40, this City-Building Game
is Addictive. No Install Required!

Eleonora Meleti wore her mother's wedding
dress, 48   years later - Wonderful, as if it was
made for her [images]

Refrigerate A Room In 2 Minutes Eleni Menegaki shows how she spends her
Sunday: With Marina in the garden of their
house [image]
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Οι ανακοινώσεις για τις αντικειμενικές αξίες: Πού ανεβαίνουν, πού πέφτουν -Δεν θα
φέρουν αυξήσεις στον ΕΝΦΙΑ

ΕΛΛΑΔΑ    07 /06 /2021    08 :16

Σοκ από το διπλό φονικό στην Κέρκυρα: Τους πυροβόλησε στο κεφάλι για ενοίκια και
παρτέρια
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Σήμερα οι ανακοινώσεις Σταϊκούρα για αντικειμενικές αξίες και ΕΝΦΙΑ

ΕΛΛΑΔΑ    07 /06 /2021    07 :11

Από σήμερα τρία self test σε εργαζόμενους του ιδιωτικού και δημόσιου τομέρα -Τι
ισχύει μέχρι τις 30 Ιουνίου
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Αστατος καιρός με συννεφιά και καταιγίδες -Πού θα εκδηλωθούν τα φαινόμενα

ΚΟΣΜΟΣ    07 /06 /2021    07 :57

Ο αντιπρόεδρος της American Airlines στο iefimerida: «Έχετε μια υπέροχη χώρα,
δεσμευόμαστε να στηρίξουμε τον τουρισμό σας»
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Διακοπές σε εξοχικά για πέντε ημέρες έως 500 ευρώ -Οι ακριβότερες και οι
φθηνότερες περιοχές [πίνακες]

ΖΩΗ    06 /06 /2021    19 :17

Γονείς ξανά η Μέγκαν Μαρκλ και ο πρίγκιπας Χάρι -Λίλιμπετ-Νταϊάνα το όνομα της
κόρης τους
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Φοίβη: Η μικρή κόρη του Μπιλ Γκέιτς μεγάλωσε χωρίς τεχνολογία, με τους
αυστηρούς κανόνες του πατέρα της

TRAVEL    05 /06 /2021    07 :30

Glamping είναι η νέα ταξιδιωτική τάση: Τα... κάμπινγκ πολυτελείας με τις lux σκηνές
στην Ελλάδα, που ξεχωρίζουν
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Η τρομερή και γεμάτη βασανιστήρια ιστορία του ιταλικού Αλκατράζ -Ενα
μικροσκοπικό νησί-φυλακή

ΣΠΟΡ    06 /06 /2021    17 :36

Roland Garros: Αποσύρθηκε από τη συνέχεια του τουρνουά ο Ρότζερ Φέντερερ!
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Αστυπάλαια-Spiegel: «Γιατί ο επικεφαλής της VW θέλει να γίνει πράσινο ένα
ελληνικό νησί»

TRAVEL    06 /06 /2021    14 :33

Μια πολύ ιδιαίτερη παραλία στον νομό Πρεβέζης: Εκπληκτικό τοπίο με βράχους-
κυματοθραύστες, είναι πάντα «λάδι» [βίντεο]
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Ο Γαλαξίας από τον Χελμό: Αυτή η φωτό Ελληνα φωτογράφου διακρίθηκε διεθνώς
-Εξηγεί στο iefimerida πώς βγαίνουν αυτές οι μαγικές εικόνες
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