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OUR WORLD. OUR ISSUES. OUR FUTURE.
 

Together We Become A Force 
Behind The World's Most Important 

and Urgent Causes.
 

Together We Lead The Way.



IGNYTE Magazine
is a cause-driven content
digital publication
published quarterly,
connecting people
to social issues,
building a public square
to circulate ideas,
facts
and perspectives.
 
Our goal
is to unite people
in a shared global narrative
and to raise awareness
about the issues
facing the world today.
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EMPOWERING
GIRLS  

AND THEIR
COMMUNITIES



 
“Any voice you have in this

world,  use it. Any money you
have, spend it wisely and donate
it. Any time you have, give it to

causes that matter.”  
 

-Noella Cousaris Musunka, from
Richard Reed’s book- If I Could

Tell You Just One Thing
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by JEAN PALAMAR

 

AND THEIR
COMMUNITIES

 

noella cousaris
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Noella Cousaris Musunka is a Congolese/Cypriot philanthropist,
international model, humanitarian and the founder of Malaika, a grassroots
nonprofit that empowers girls and their communities in her home country of
the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Her soft-spoken manner, beautiful
smile and infectious laugh belie a strong, focused and passionate woman on
a mission. After finishing her university studies, Noella entered the world of
modeling. As her career took off and she took her talents to the global stage,
Noella uncovered a platform through which to share her passion for human
rights.
 
Fiercely proud of her African heritage, her determination to help improve the
lives of Africa’s youth has made her an international advocate for girls’
education.Her mission  is  Model with Meaning, using her profile to raise
awareness for causes she believes in as a mother, a feminist, and a believer
in the intrinsic human right to education, health, and opportunity.
 
Noella’s story begins when she was just 5 years old and her father tragically
passed away.  Her mother  had neither  the education nor  the financial
resources to support herself and her family. “The problem in Africa is that
women’s education is not a priority. When my father died, my mother didn’t
have enough education to earn money, so she couldn’t take care of me. She
gave me away because she wanted to give me a chance.” Mere months after
losing her father, Noella lost her mother, too, as she was sent to live with
relatives in Belgium and later in Switzerland.
 
    Noella’s childhood was a tough one and she had little to no contact with her
mother. neither birthdays nor holidays celebrated for many years, but she was
allowed to pursue her education, and here she excelled, attaining a degree in
business. Noella’s own words about this time period in her life: ““When you
have nothing, you know that if you fall there’s no one to pick you up. So, you
have to stand. I resolved very early on that I would study and work and be
independent.”
 
 

 

EMPOWERING
GIRLS 
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After 13 years away from the DRC,  Noella returned at the age of 18. It
was during this visit, witnessing the abject poverty and the lack of
opportunity in this bountiful but strife torn country, that she promised
herself to one day make a difference. Around this pivotal time, her life
would also take another unexpected and opportune turn, when a friend
entered her in a modeling competition, and she was chosen to appear
in an ad campaign.
 



26                                                                                                                                                                                                             27

CONT''D

ModeIing has taken Noella from her first shoot for Agent Provocateur to the
global stage in publications including Vogue, Marie Claire, Vanity Fair and
ELLE. As her career blossomed and she traveled the world, she discovered a
platform through which she could share her passion for human rights.
 
In 2007, Noella decided that she wanted to build a school for girls to provide a
quality education in the DRC. Being a woman with purpose and with a
passionate heart, she focused her efforts and talents towards this great goal
and that was just the beginning of an incredible journey!
 
Founded in 2007, Malaika is a nonprofit that impacts thousands of lives in the
DRC through enhanced access to education, health programs and clean water.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slTR7N1-nRU
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The Swahili word for "angel" is
MALAIKA

Before Malaika, the village of Kalebuka in southeastern DRC had no
access to electricity, clean water, or educational facilities. In Noella’s
words, “The girls arrive from their home where they sleep on the floor,
and for the very first time they use toilets, they eat a with fork and knife”.

Malaika’s work incorporates the following four
components (next pages),  and crucially, this
community-driven approach acts as a model
that can soon be replicated on a global scale in
communities across the world: The Malaika
Model, the ECHO system develops the school,
community center, wells and agricultural
components in the village in a way that can be
sustainably duplicated.
 
  

KEY 1: THE SCHOOL
Founded in 2007, Malaika is a nonprofit that
impacts thousands of lives in the DRC through
enhanced access to education, health programs
and clean water. Before Malaika, the village of
Kalebuka in southeastern DRC had no access
to electricity, clean water, or educational
facilities. In Noella’s words, “The girls arrive
from their home where they sleep on the floor,
and for the very first time they use toilets, they
eat a with fork and knife”.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slTR7N1-nRU


CON'T
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KEY 2: FOOD
Malaika has developed a permaculture project focused on
subsistence production.Organic food is grown locally on
Malaika’s premises, and the produce is used to provide each
student with two nutritious meals per day, in an environment
where the girls may only eat two meals a week. The project
also serves as a learning tool for the students and community
members, enhancing the school’s holistic learning
experience. In 2016, Malaika launched the Sustainable
Pathways as a  vocational training program to teach out-of-
school youth about conservation farming, entrepreneurship
and enterprise development.
 
 

KEY 3: THE COMMUNITY
            CENTER
In 2013 Malaika collaborated with FIFA to build the Kalebuka Football for Hope Center.
This community center uses health, education, and football programs as social
development tools to improve the quality of life of 5,000 people in the region. Offerings
include classes and workshops focused on a range of subjects, such as the Village Health
Worker trainings, Mothers First family planning program, and Drop Malaria program,
which focuses on raising awareness around malaria through the distribution of 11,000
bed nets. The Mama Ya Mapendo project is offered through the community center,
provides vocational training in sewing and embroidery. Additionally, the program
provides financial literacy and family planning education to women so they can open
home based businesses in order to contribute to their household income and the
economy of Kalebuka. Over 70 women have already graduated from the program. The
center also offers literacy, sewing, math and computer classes and gives students access
to the internet.
 



 

KEY 4: WATER

28                                                                                                                                                                                                          29

Credit: Ryan Boey

In 2013 Malaika collaborated with FIFA to build the Kalebuka Football for Hope Center.
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which focuses on raising awareness around malaria through the distribution of 11,000
bed nets. The Mama Ya Mapendo project is offered through the community center,
provides vocational training in sewing and embroidery. Additionally, the program
provides financial literacy and family planning education to women so they can open
home based businesses in order to contribute to their household income and the
economy of Kalebuka. Over 70 women have already graduated from the program. The
center also offers literacy, sewing, math and computer classes and gives students access
to the internet.
 

Through the building and refurbishment of 19 wells, Malaika
provides clean, safe drinking water to over 30,000 people
in the wider community each yer.. Having access to clean
water in the village has helped decrease the number of cases
of cholera, diarrhea and other illnesses.
 



Malaika’s belief is that education is the key to sustainability. While there
is no official recycling program in the DRC, the staff make a point of teaching
students about the process and the benefits, particularly reducing water
usage and the importance of trees to the environment.
 

 

SUSTAINABILITY FOR
THE FUTURE 

In the DRC, many trees are cut down to make charcoal for cooking or brick
making, and they are a common and relied upon source of income.  The
teachers highlight alternatives to charcoal, and the girls in return share
these learnings with their families.
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Every year on December 5th, which is National Day of the Tree, girls bring
in a plant, seed, or seedlings to plant at the school. 90% percent of the girls
have participated in this traditio ,whereby their own trees continue to grow
on campus.
 
 The canteen also uses reusable plates, cups, and utensils for breakfast
and lunch. The school is committed to utilizing sustainable procedures
whenever possible.  There is a now local garden and farm at the community
center, which has a compost  area that allows  leftover food to decompose
naturally and with purpose.
 
   Noëlla works tirelessly to cultivate the power of education and has reached
out beyond the village of Kalebuka, to the nation of the DRC and to the
continent of Africa in order to engage with surrounding communities and
invite them to be a part of her education revolution. As a passionate
advocate for girls’ education across the globe, Noëlla has shared her insight
and perspective at a number of world-class forums spanning the Clinton
Global Initiative and the World Economic Forum in Davos to the halls of
Cambridge, Oxford, and Harvard Universities, the offices of UNICEF, and
in front of global corporations. This year, she delivered a keynote speech
at the 2019 Forbes Leading Women Summit in Durban, South Africa for
International Women’s Day.
 
As one of the leading voices in girls’ education in Africa, Noëlla is an
Ambassador for The Global Fund, to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis, and Malaria.
Noëlla has been interviewed about her philanthropic work on global news
outlets such as CNN and the BBC, has given a TED Talk, and has presented
in front of top executives from multinationals like SAP and T-Systems.
She has been named one of ELLE’s incredible women shaping Africa, one
of Lifestyles’ most powerful women in philanthropy, and one of the BBC’s
most inspirational and influential women of 2017.
 
Noella recently appeared as a featured speaker at MIT Solve in Boston.
Participating in the ‘Innovation For and By Women’ panel, alongside an
inspiring group of female leaders, Noella shared the story of Malaika and
gave her insight into the power of female entrepreneurs.
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Why are positive stories important for affecting change
in Africa? Reflecting on her childhood, Noella Coursaris
Musunka, Founder of Malaika, relates why education is
crucial to empowering underprivileged communities.
Musunka focuses on the needs of the people, and in this
video, she shares why their voice should be counted first.
By philanthropyforum.org/apf
 

 

EDUCATION IS
CRUCIAL 

CON'T

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdXKksvde2o
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JP: Where do you see the school (and Malaika) in 10 years?
 
Noella:
• “I see myself in 10 years celebrating a Malaika School that educates
the minds and cares for the bodies of 1,000 young women. I want to tell you
about a Congo that is more peaceful and more prosperous because we have
sent young people out into the world who are equipped with the tools to
improve their lives and the lives of those around them. I want to tell you
about all of the Congolese people whose lives we have touched; individuals
who have since authored their own destinies and sought out opportunities
at home or abroad as leaders, caregivers, and agents of change. And I hope
to celebrate many other people who have been inspired to give back to the
DRC, just as I did. I truly believe all of this, and much more, is possible.”
 
• More specifically, we envision the school and surrounding
community projects to grow. We see our student body growing three-fold,
and our academic programs in the arts, language, math, science and STEM
to forever be transforming and representative of a hub of intellectual
excellence. We would also hope to employ more female educators to act
as role models for students. For our community centre to provide more
opportunities for sport and health education, entrepreneurship and craft
programs. Our clean water wells and WASH program has almost doubled
in recent years, which leads us to believe that we can build more clean water
wells and safe infrastructure in and around our community.
 
• We hope to continue growing our partnerships, who have helped
our school grow and prosper as such a quick rate. As my favorite African
Proverb states, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go
together.” We’ve had amazing and dynamic partnerships with such a range
of organizations.
 

 

A CONVERSATION WITH 
NOELLA 
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CON'T

The Voss Foundation and The Vinmart Foundation, assisted us in building
wells; FIFA, partnered with us to build an excellent sport and community
centre; We have partnered with amazing fashion designers and networks
such as Roksanda and THE OUTNET to raise funds; and of course our many
volunteers and individual donors who fund our girls and visit our school to
teach specialized lessons in mathematics, computer science, tennis, music
and poetry.
 
• Most importantly, we hope to see other organizations adopting the
Malaika model for replication. The school can be duplicated, but what we
would love to see, and have gotten a lot of external interest in, is duplicating
the entire model: the school, the community centre, the wellness and
agricultural programs.
 
• Through Malaika, I’ve observed first-hand how an entire village can
be transformed through the education of girls and women. An educated
woman is more likely to give back to her community, to inspire others to
attend school, and to cultivate a sense of curiosity, ambition, and
independence among both her peers and the next generation. We have
created a model that is scalable, transferable, and replicable, and I hope to
help others cultivate this plan for girls and communities of their own.
 
• Over the 12 years, we have impacted thousands of people in the village
of Kalebuka. Through all of our programs, as well as our relationship with
partners and the government. We were able to build more infrastructure
including a paved road going into the village of Kalebuka.
 
 
JP: What is the long-range goal for the future of the girls?
 
Noella:
 
• At Malaika, our girls start class at age 5 and finish at age 18. We want
to see our girls growing, going to university and achieving whatever it is
that they want to become. We see our girls giving back to their community,
country, continent, and becoming global voices for women empowerment
and leadership.
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• We have a database which includes colleges from around the world
for our girls to be aware of and apply to once the time comes. (If you have
any University contacts, please let us know. We can add them to our list).
 
• Our goal for our girls is that they can become the leaders and
educators of tomorrow, that they will act as change-makers and problem
solvers. Our objective is for our students to be able to determine their futures
for themselves. Whether it be as doctors, engineers, future teachers or
leaders in their communities and at Malaika... we want to give them the
education and tools to cultivate prosperous futures.
 

“The past 9 years at Malaika have totally changed
my life. I have learned things that have helped me
become aware of my role as a woman in society

and that have encouraged me not to stay behind. I
dream of one day becoming a computer network

engineer, and through Malaika I hope to get there.”
Louise Mujinga, 3rd Secondary 

 
 

www.malaika.org
Facebook MalaikaDRC/
Instagram
 




