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S he calls me herself, and though tour 
preparations for her stint wowing crowds 
accross 27 dates with Gwen Stefani, mean 
that I don’t get to meet the formidable 
rapper and personal pop culture icon in 

the flesh, I’m still star struck. Not only is she nice, 
gracious, and a great conversationalist; she’s on an 
exercise bike. For our entire conversation she’s doing 
her daily workout, and she barely gets out of breath 
even once. So I’m intimidated from the get go. But 
over the course of our conversation that spans Brexit, 
Black Lives Matter and Barbershop: The Next Cut, I 
learn that the woman who once dubbed herself ‘The 
Eve of Destruction’ is more like the original woman. 
A wife, a stepmother, an artist, a philanthropist and a 
liver and lover of life.

What you know about the self-described ‘World 
traveler, wife, poet, actress, risk taker’ (as per 
her instagram bio) will depend on when you were 

introduced to her. In the late nineties you would have 
known her as the ‘Ruff Ryder’s first lady’ as she landed 
on the scene with her so titled debut (Let There Be 
Eve... Ruff Ryder’s First Lady, 1999). In the early 
2000s she was ‘that girl’ as her first single (Who’s 
That Girl, 2001) from follow up album Scorpion, 
released in 2001 earned the paw print clad rapper 
her first of many international successes. Followed 
closely by ‘Let Me Blow Ya Mind’, a collaboration that 
reached no.2 on the US Billboard chart with present 
day tour mate, Gwen Stefani. Later in the 2000s Eve 
was the woman to have on your track as a string of 
features cemented her place as the hottest female 
rapper of the day. In a move that other female rappers 
would one day come to follow Eve cashed in on her 
popularity with clothing line ‘Fetish’, and just five 
years after her first album, made her first appearances 
on the big screen in xXx with Vin Diesel, then as the 
apple juice policing ‘Terri’ in the Barbershop role that 
she would still be portraying some 14 years later. Eve 

If you need to be introduced to Eve, then you must have been asleep in the 2000s. So instead, 
allow us to reintroduce you, meet Eve, one of the most successful female rappers, queen of the 

collaboration, actress, philanthropist, and everything in between… By Niyonu Agana-Burke
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“When I was 
younger I had 

a lot to prove…
but I don’t give 
a f*ck as much 
as I used to.”
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didn’t say that I’m going to go away for 2 years, or 
3 years. I kind of follow where my life goes – like 
getting married, moving to a new country all that stuff 
takes time to settle in. 

How is married life? 
Married life is good, I’m so happy. I’m definitely so 
cheesy. People are like ‘you’ve got to marry your best 
friend’ and I really did. He’s my homie and it’s fun 
– we have so much fun together. It’s different from 
dating, there’s never the constant guessing like ‘do 
we love each other?’ (laughs) ‘is he going to call me 
today?’ It’s really, really nice, it’s very grownup. I feel 
like such a grownup.

Are the any tips you would like to give to 
making your marriage successful or making 
things work?
You know it’s funny I asked him that  – I asked Max 
about his parents, because his parents have been 
married for 45 years. And I was like have you ever 
asked them, because they’re still very loving and very 
funny and sweet with each other. As far as I know at 
the moment it’s a lot of compromise – not in a bad 
way but just in a way that you respect that person 
individually and a lot of communication. Lots of 
communication. And loving – you’ve got to be loving 
and respectful, and feel the heart, especially when you 
hate that person after an argument (laughs).

What do you do to resolve arguments? 
I’m still learning about the argument thing, because 
I’m such a brat – such a total brat. I’m a pouter so I’ll 
be like ‘leave me alone’ for hours. 

You moved to London to be with your husband 
two years ago, was that a hard decision to 
make?
No it wasn’t actually, even before I met him I always 
knew I wanted to live somewhere different. And I was 
like you know what, I can do whatever I do anywhere 
in the world – there’s planes, why not try it out? And 
I’m glad, I love it! And I’m happy we decided to stay 
in London. 

Your husband is white, British; there are so 
many differences between your world and his. 
Were you apprehensive when you first started 
dating him?
Yeah. Before it was hard – not hard in the sense that 
‘wow we’re so different’ but we got through it and 
love is love. It’s one of those things too, where when 
being in an interracial relationship, you have to 
communicate even more on those things. We have 
really good conversations. But at the core of it we’re 
two people who love each other and it’s not even a 
big deal. It’s more cultural stuff. Like he knows about 

weaves now, like he never even thought that he would 
even know about a weave before he met me (laughs). 
But he is so British sometimes, I’m like ‘how did this 
happen?’ – but I like it. 

I bet you have so many stories, like the first 
time he saw your headscarf?
Oh he sees me with my headscarf, the shower cap and 
scrub gloves! Like the first time he ever saw me in 
the shower, I had like a shower cap and glove and he 
was like why are you wearing a hat and gloves to the 
shower? And I’m like I’m not a freak it’s just to cover 
my hair and it’s stuff like that – you don’t even think 
about that stuff until someone says something – and 
like my mum did it, my grandma did it! 

So you’re a stepmother now –Eve’s husband 
has 4 children from his previous marriage- 
how have you adjusted? 
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was so prolific that she appeared in one of the biggest 
movies of the decade, Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle 
as herself. None of that compared however to the TV 
show that ran 66 episodes in which Eve starred as 
lead character Michelle “Shelly” Williams, and co-
produced the final season; by 2006 Eve was so much 
of a star that it made sense to name 
the show after her.
But don’t you dare call it a come back, 
because Eve hasn’t gone anywhere. 
Although her last album release, 
Liplock, in 2013 failed to match the 
commercial success of her previous 
endeavours she has continued to work, 
in film. Most of all though, it seems 
Eve has been busy living. Living here 
in the UK in fact, in sunny Notting Hill 
Eve resides with her husband of two 
years, Maximillion Cooper, founder 
and CEO of Gumball 3000 an annual 
British 3,000-mile international 
celebrity motor rally. A business he 
began right around the same time Eve 
was a blonde buzzcut wearing member 
of DMX’s rap crew of 50. The woman 
who was then ‘a pitbull in a skirt’ wakes up 18 years 
later in a life even she couldn’t have imagined.  Fresh 
off promo for Barbershop 3 and amid tour prep Eve 
took a moment from her vacation in Mexico to talk to 
Pride...

How did this tour with Gwen Stefani happen?
Honestly it came out of nowhere; I was actually kind 
of shocked when I got the call, because I haven’t done 
music in about 3 years. And you know with Gwen 
she’s a lot more current than I am, especially in the 
States at the moment – as far as music – she’s with 
The Voice. But then it’s like one of those things, like 
you said, it’s a natural pairing we’ve have two great 
[songs] together, so we’ll be able to recreate the 
coolness on stage! 

Will your set focus on your older or newer 
music?
Kind of the old stuff just in the beginning, because I 

haven’t been out in so long; I definitely have to 
do stuff that people remember me for. I want to 
definitely throw in some new stuff, because when I 
put out my album [Liplock] a lot of people didn’t get 
a chance to hear it and I really didn’t get a chance to 
tour it. So I’ll do some new stuff and even some newer 
stuff that I’ll be putting out after the tour. 

How exciting, when can we expect releases?
I was planning on just doing an album through the 
summer and a release in the Fall. But now because of 
the tour, I’ll be releasing a lot sooner. So I don’t have 
anything scheduled yet, but it will be right after the 
tour. 

Liplock was a really different sound for you, 
what kind of sound are you going for now? 
Well I’m always going to be a lyricist; I’m always Hip-

Hop. But definitely since I’ve been 
living in London you’re going to hear 
some newer sounds.  Some influences 
from London, whether it be from 
afrobeats or something like that. It’s 
definitely going to be a newer/fresher 
sound but you’ll still recognise me. 

Rappers like Kanye and Drake 
have been tapping into the UK 
rap scene, with you living in 
London would you tap into that?
Yeah, I think I have to, I think it would 
be actually kind of disrespectful [not 
to] – I do. Because I love living in 
London, and I think because I am, now 
I am influenced musically by it. For me 
it’s almost like you have to pay respect 
to the artists that influenced you, so 

hopefully I can get some cool artists on the album. 

As you mentioned up until this point you 
haven’t put out music for a while, why did you 
make that choice or did that kind of happen?    
It kind of happened, its funny because I look back on 
those days and I think ‘Hmm that took longer than 
I thought it would take.’ But yeah I didn’t plan it, I 

“I’m always 
about girl power 
and enhancing 
young girls lives.”
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“I wouldn’t 
have imaged 
that I’d be 

married to a 
white person 
in London, 
with four 

step-children.”
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It’s been really good actually, my step-kids are super 
cool. We’ve been together for seven years so I got into 
their life pretty early, so I think that helped a lot. But 
they’re really good kids. 

Do you want to have kids of your own, are you 
thinking about having children?
Yes, that is something we definitely, definitely want, 
I’m hoping it happens sooner than later. But yeah we 
definitely can’t wait. 

How many would you like to have?
No more than two (laughs). Since we already have 
four but you know it’s up to God, it’s up to the 
universe, it’s up to whoever’s in charge. 

On the topic of children, you’ve recently 
become a Goodwill Ambassador for Malaika, a 
non-profit that provides education and health 
programmes in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo- how did you get involved?
That came out of nowhere, I’ve been looking for a 
charity to support for a long time and I wanted it to 
be something kind of small, so I can be hands on. So 
Malaika just happened to be there, like I read a story 
an article about Noella Coursaris and then went on 
their website and sent a DM on instagram. We had 

a meeting and I was like ‘I’m down, what can I do’? 
I flew over to [The Democratic Republic of] Congo a 
few weeks ago, and now I’m in love with the work that 
they do. It’s amazing. 

So why did you feel this particular charity was 
right for you? 
I think the biggest thing is that they’re giving these 
amazing worldly opportunities to these young girls, 
who would never have these opportunities. It’s 
really incredible, like they could have been getting 
pregnant at 12/13 and having babies and not having 
any education or having [any] types of choices. For 
me that’s a big deal. I’m always about girl power and 
enhancing young girls lives, so it was kind of a no 
brainer. 

In Barbershop: The Next Cut –released in the 
UK in June- they cover so much of what is 
going on in America with gang violence and 
police brutality.  As you’re living in the UK is it 
difficult seeing everything that is happening in 
the US? 
Yeah it’s horrible. It’s funny being in London, even 
when the Black Lives Matter – when all of that first 
started with all the cops killing all these young black 
men, it’s weird because I feel connected because 

obviously I’m a young black woman, I have a little 
brother who’s a young black man, and my family, all 
that kind of stuff. But I also feel disconnected in a 
way. It’s like I’m so far away from it, and that honestly 
feels that much sadder to me, because I can’t believe 
this is what’s going on where I come from. It’s very, 
very heart breaking, honestly. 

Do you have any black British friends, that 
have any connection to what’s going on in the 
UK, with the issues here?
What’s funny is that some of the issues [that happen] 
in America, do parallel a lot of the issues in London. I 
actually said that to my husband the other day. There 
needs to be a worldwide, or at least 
an American, conversation with our 
police forces and the way that they 
govern, I think that it’s just crazy. 

There is a lot going on, on both 
sides of the pond... what do you 
think about the EU referendum?
I think I have an opinion as far as my 
husband being a business owner; I 
listen to a lot of his opinions. It’s one 
of those things where you can find 
pros and cons of the situation. I mean 
if you leave it could be great – I know 
Britons are so proud to be British and 
it’s an identity thing but then you 
know if you stay you’re paying all this 
money for all these other people to come in who could 
take advantage of your resources – it’s a hard thing. 
But I don’t have an opinion really either way, I’m 
aware of it but I don’t know if I have an opinion. 

What about the election coming up in the US?
Oh my God, Hilary must win, I have an opinion on 
that! (laughs) I mean we can’t let Trump win, I think 
they’ve made that very clear. He makes us look so 
stupid in the world of politics. It’s all about girl power 
– we need a woman now, it’s time.

Some people criticise her about her policies 
and her previous comments about the black 
communities in the US…
Sometimes we put people on a pedestal, we think that 
because they’re politicians they’re magical and they’re 
not. Nobody is perfect. She can only do the best she 
can, I think [out of all] the candidates she’s the best – 
she may not have everything that we agree with but I 
think a lot of the things she has I do agree with. And 
I think that’s all that you can ask for, she can only 
do the best she can, I think she’s really smart; she’s 
the only one that’s had any type of experience in the 
Whitehouse. 

If Trump gets elected and we’ve left the EU, I’ll 
have to find a remote island to go and live on!
Oh can you tell me about it? Because I’m coming with 
you (laughs). 

You released your first album when you were 
just 19 years old,, has your life turned out 
differently than you’d expected?                                                                                  
I tell people all the time I couldn’t have written the 
story at all. Like I wouldn’t have imaged that I’d be 
married to a white person in London, with four step-
children. But I also couldn’t have imagined my music 
career being as big as it was. Every single day I wake 
up I’m super happy, super blessed, I never take a day 

for granted. I’m thankful all the time.

Over time your image has 
softened, have you softened or is 
it just image?
No, I definitely have softened, but in 
the way that I feel like that’s how life 
is. Like just being around children 
actually softened me a lot, because 
you can’t just – you have to pay 
attention to their emotions and kids 
watch everything. But then as you 
get older as well, [you have] different 
priorities – different things made 
sense to me, when I was younger I 
had a lot to prove to myself and to 
other people. Like now, I still have a 

lot prove to myself and [it’s about] challenging myself, 
but I don’t give a f*ck about just people as much as I 
used to, which is nice(laughs). 

Eve is a Goodwill Ambassador for Malaika; a 
grassroots organisation with a mission 
to empower Congolese girls and their 
communities through education and health 
programmes. malaika.org
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“I love living 
in London, 
and because 
I am, I am 
influenced 

musically by 
it.”

Eve is a Special Guest 

on Gwen Stefani’s 

‘This Is What the Truth 

Feels Like’ North 

American tour until 

October 15th. 


